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Around the world, Christians 
are sitting in prison simply 
because of their faith.

Many corrupt governments and discriminatory 
legal systems target religious beliefs, 
incriminating people for believing in, sharing, 
or converting to the Christian faith. 

In the testimonies from prisoners who are 
eventually released, we often hear that the most 
challenging thing about their imprisonment 
was loneliness and isolation — the feeling that 
their plight had been forgotten. 

“We were so 
encouraged that 

many people 
were standing 

with us . . . it was 
heartwarming 

to know that we 
were not alone”

— Maryam Rostampour and 
Marziyeh Amirizadeh



THIS IS WHERE YOU CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE 
FOR CHRISTIANS IN PRISON TODAY.
Through our Prison Letter Writing Packet, you 
have the opportunity to make a tangible difference 
in the lives of those in prison for their faith.  

By sending letters of encouragement and 
committing to pray for these prisoners, our 
hope is that these bold and faithful believers 
would know their brothers and sisters in Christ 
remember and see their suffering. 

Regardless of whether the guards allow the 
prisoners to read the letters or not, they serve as a 
reminder that someone, even on the other side of 
the world, is caring for them.

Below, you will find a list of cases from those 
imprisoned for being a Christian. 

We believe that praying for them and sending 
them letters are two of the most effective things 
you can do for them. 

We also encourage you to mobilize those around 
you to write their own letters – whether that’s 
gathering friends from your church small group, 
in your college dorm, or with a group of fellow 
believers who you can partner with ICC to 
provide hope for those in prison today.

INSTRUCTIONS ON NEXT PAGE > 

Students from a Christian school 
created and sent beautiful, Scripture-
rooted letters to encourage prisoners 
during our 2024 round of prisoners.



•	 Be legibile! Priting clearly helps your letter have maximum impact, no matter who reads it.

•	 Be clear! Stick to simple English and include a few Bible verses with references. 

•	 Be sensitive! Don’t dwell on their plight or promise earthly relief for their situation.

•	 Be encouraging! Remind the recipient of the hope that all believers have in Christ. 

Don’t

Do

	» Don’t criticize the government, the judicial 
system, the charges brough against the 
prisoner, or the prison itself.

	» Don’t criticize the religions or political 
parties of the country to which you’re 
sending the letter.

	» Don’t mention ICC in your letters.  
Linking them to an organization could 
potentially extend a prisoner’s sentence. Do 
not include the profile in the letter.

	» Don’t include your full name or return 
address. State and county is enough and 
safer for you.

	» Don’t send money or offer assistance. The 
money is extremely unlikely to reach the 
prisoner, and ICC uses funds dedicated to 
helping the prisoners and their families in 
more reliable and sustainable ways.

	» Drawings of figures or animals may not be 
culturally appropriate.

Once your letter is complete, make sure to put an international 
stamp on the envelope, address the letter, and drop it in the mail

PRISONER PROFILES ON NEXT PAGE >

Guidelines for 
Letter Writing

To learn more about international mailing, visit the USPS website to learn more. 

CLICK HERE TO LEARN MORE

https://www.usps.com/international/first-class-mail-international.htm


Meron Gebreselasie
On June 3rd, 2004, Pastor Meron Gebreselasie was arrested at a police 
checkpoint outside the capital of Eritrea. His arrest and imprisonment are 
assumed to be linked to his role as a Pastor of the Massawa Rhema Evan-
gelical Church. In May 2002, the Eritrean government banned evangelical 
churches in part of a larger crackdown on Christianity. Meron is one of 
many Christian leaders who are imprisoned for their faith in Eritrea.

To this day, Meron has received no official charges and has had no access 
to a lawyer or a trial. 

Please pray for Meron, that God would give him a renewed 
strength and sense of peace as believers from around the world 
pray for him and send letters of encouragement. 

COUNTRY: Eritrea

MAIL LETTER TO: Meron Gebreselasie

Wengel Mermera Central Criminal 
Investigation Interrogation Center, P.O. 
Box 712 Asmara Eritrea

PRISONER PROFILE
prayer card

Please do NOT insert this card in your letter

I M P R I S O N E D  S I N C E :  J U N E  2 0 0 4

Naser Navard Gol-Tapeh
In February 2025, Naser Navard Goltapeh was detained by Iranian au-
thorities for his Chistian faith as a convert. He was arrested alongside a 
number of other Christians without any charges and sent to the infamous 
Evin Prison. Gol-Tapeh had previously been imprisoned from 2016-2022. 

In May 2025, Gol-Tapeh was hospitalized after suffering a stroke related to 
a 35-day hunger strike where he protested solitary confinement. He spent 
two days in the hospital and was returned to the prison. 

Gol-Tapeh was temporarily moved to another prison in June 2025, with 
reports stating that the conditions were “overcrowded and unsanitary.” He 
was returned to Evin prison in August 2025.

Please join us in praying for Gol-Tapeh and the Christian converts 
arrested alongside him in Iran. Pray for their continued strength 
and unwavering faith. Pray that God would comfort them in their 
solitude and fill them with his abundant love.

COUNTRY: Iran

MAIL LETTER TO:  
Naser Navard Gol-Tapeh

Evin Prison, Saadat Abad, Tehran, 
Islamic Republic of Iran

PRISONER PROFILE
prayer card

Please do NOT insert this card in your letter

I M P R I S O N E D  S I N C E :  F E B R UA R Y  2 0 2 5



Ksor Ruk
Ksor Ruk is a Montagnard Christian arrested for his faith. In October 
2018, Vietnamese authorities arrested Ruk for his role as a missionary and 
religious leader. He was accused of revitalizing a religious movement not 
approved by authorities, and for “undermining the state’s unity policy.”

In March 2019, Ruk was sentenced to ten years in prison and three to five 
years’ probation. Ruk had previously been arrested from 2007-2013 on 
similar charges related to his Christian faith. 

Ruk is a husband and father of five children. Please join us in 
praying for his wife, children, and their continued safety. Pray 
that Ruk would be filled with encouragement and strength as 
believers around the world write to him and pray for him.

COUNTRY: Vietnam

MAIL LETTER TO: Ksor Ruk

Gia Trung Prison, Mang Yang District, 
Gia Lai Province, Vietnam

PRISONER PROFILE
prayer card

Please do NOT insert this card in your letter

I M P R I S O N E D  S I N C E :  O C TO B E R  2 0 1 8

Ju Dianhong
Ju Dianhong is a Christian leader arrested for her faith in China. In late 
2016, Dianhong was detained alongside several colleagues on false accu-
sations relating to “cult activity.” On December 28th, 2017, Dianhong was 
sentenced to thirteen years in prison after authorities alleged she belonged 
to the “Three Grades of Servant Sect.” She also received a fine of 150,000 
yuan (approximately $21,000 USD).

According to Prisoners of Faith, during her trial she asked her lawyer, 
“why is it a crime to believe in Jesus?

Please pray for Dianhong and the other Christians who were ar-
rested alongside her. Pray that God would strengthen them and 
give them courage as they face many trials in prison. Pray that 
God would use Dianhong to lead others in prison to know Christ.

COUNTRY: China

MAIL LETTER TO: Ju Dianhong

No. 1 Prison for Women of Yunnan 
Province, Kunyang Town, Jinning 
District, Kunming City, Yunnan Province, 
China 650600

PRISONER PROFILE
prayer card

Please do NOT insert this card in your letter

I M P R I S O N E D  S I N C E :  L AT E  2 0 1 6



Haile Naizghe
Haile Naizghe, a husband and father of four children, was arrested in May 
2004 due to his leadership in a Christian church network. As the Chair of 
the Full Gospel Church of Eritrea – one of the nation’s largest Pentecostal 
networks with around 150 house churches – Haile’s activities became a 
target after the Eritrean government banned all religious groups except for 
Sunni Islam, Roman Catholic, Eritrean Orthodox, and Lutheran churches 
in 2002. Despite efforts to secure official registration, Haile was arrested 
early in the morning on May 23, 2004. Shortly thereafter, he was moved to 
a maximum-security prison with other Evangelical pastors.

Haile has now been imprisoned for over 20 years, enduring harsh condi-
tions and having been denied contact with his family. Reports from for-
mer inmates describe the conditions at Wengel Prison as “dungeon-like” 
and torturous.

Please keep Haile in your prayers, asking that these letters con-
tinue to uplift and encourage him. Also, pray for the safety and 
well-being of his wife and children during this challenging time.

COUNTRY: Eritrea

MAIL LETTER TO: Haile Naizghe

Wengel Mermera Central Criminal 
Investigation Interrogation Center, P.O. 
Box 712 Asmara Eritrea

PRISONER PROFILE
prayer card

Please do NOT insert this card in your letter

I M P R I S O N E D  S I N C E :  M AY  2 0 0 4

Asif Masih
Asif Masih is a Christian man imprisoned for his faith. On August 12, 
2017, a Muslim mob attacked and brutally beat Asif after accusing him 
of burning a Quran and insulting Islam. Asif, who was just 16 years old 
at the time, was brought to a local police station and forced to confess by 
the angry mob who stormed the premises. Police took his confession and 
charged Masih with blasphemy for “desecrating the Quran.” 

Masih remains in prison. Please pray for his health and continued 
strength as he suffers for the sake of the gospel.

COUNTRY: Pakistan

MAIL LETTER TO: Asif Masih

District Jail Lahore, 66 Lahore-Kasur 
Road, Shadman 1, Lahore, Punjab 
54000, Pakistan

PRISONER PROFILE
prayer card

Please do NOT insert this card in your letter

I M P R I S O N E D  S I N C E :  AU G U ST  2 0 1 7



Discover more ways you can stand with our 
persecuted brothers and sisters at 

www.persecution.org

Your generosity fuels this ministry. If you 
feel led to give, visit

 www.persecution.org/give

THANK YOU FOR PRAYING 
FOR YOUR PERSECUTED 

BROTHERS AND SISTERS.


